
 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

 It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word  

will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

 

 Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening 

devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,  

are also available from an usher.  

 

 Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack 

in the entry area. 

 

 Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back 

of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the 

worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the 

mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

 Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

 As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center 

aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 

 

 Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 AM on Sunday. 

Exploring Faith and Science: Fellowship Hall, lower level of church 

Bible Information Class: St. Matthew’s Room, lower level of church 

A staffed nursery is available during Bible class. 



The Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 

 

July 29 & 30, 2017 
 

Summer in Rome: Longing 

 
 

 

 

Opening Hymn To God Be the Glory 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 399 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 

my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

                                                           
 
 Sundays after Pentecost: The non-festival half of the church year begins on the first Sunday after 

Pentecost: Trinity Sunday. Depending on the date of Easter, this season consists of 19 to 24 Sundays 

(20 Sundays this year), with the Sundays of End Time counted separately. The Sundays after Pentecost 

focus on Jesus’ teachings and the growth of our faith. The color for the Sundays after Pentecost is 

green. Green is the color of growth and new life. Through study of the Word and regular participation 

in the Sacraments, our faith grows and is strengthened by Christ. 

 

Along with the Sundays after Epiphany, the Sundays after Pentecost are known as ordinary time. When 

combined, these two seasons make up the majority of the church year. By focusing on Jesus’ teachings 

during these seasons, ordinary time is a time for growth in the life of the Christian. Ordinary time 

concludes with the last Sunday of the church year: Christ the King Sunday.  
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Kyrie 

 Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life. Refrain (stanza 1) 

Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins. Refrain (stanza 2)  

 Lord Jesus, you feed us with your body and blood. Refrain (stanza 3) 

 

 

 

Refrain: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive 

in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called 

servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.   

                                                           
 

 Kyrie: The Kyrie (translated from Greek as “Lord, have mercy/Christ, have mercy”) has been used as 

a response by the Christian church since ancient times. We sing the Kyrie as a penitential plea for 

forgiveness to the triune God. The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrains as marked. 
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The soloist will introduce the refrain by singing it once. The congregation will immediately repeat the 

refrain and sing the refrain again as indicated in bold. 

 

 

Refrain: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

 We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Refrain 

 

 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

 You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

 You are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer. Refrain 

 

 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Refrain (sung twice) 

 

Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your Holy Spirit, 

help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth fruits in faith and hope and love; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Isaiah 55:10-13 

God sends out his Word to plant faith: for his glory and for the salvation of mankind. 

 

 “As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, 

  so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 

  so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 

 It will not return to me empty,  

  but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 

 You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; 

  the mountains and hills will burst into song before you, 

  and all the trees of the field will clap their hands. 

 Instead of the thornbush will grow the pine tree, and instead of briers the myrtle will grow. 

 This will be for the LORD’s renown, for an everlasting sign, which will not be destroyed.” 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 65 

The land produces abundant fruit because God plants it, cares for it, and blesses it. 

 

 
  

 Praise awaits you, O God, 

  you call forth songs of joy. 

 

 You care for the land and water it; 

  you soften it with showers and bless its crops.  
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 The streams of God are filled with water 

  to provide the people with grain. Refrain 

 

 You crown the year with your bounty, 

  and your carts overflow with abundance. 

 

 The grasslands of the desert overflow; 

  the hills are clothed with gladness. 

 

 The meadows are covered with flocks and the valleys are mantled with grain; 

  they shout for joy and sing. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain  

 

Second Lesson Romans 8:18-25 

Until God returns creation to perfection, we preach the Word that plants faith and cultivates hope.  

 

 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed 

in us. The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. For the creation was 

subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that 

the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of 

the children of God. 

 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the 

present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we 

wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. But 

hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? But if we hope for what we do 

not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 

 

Verse of the Day 

M: Alleluia, alleluia. The Word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may  

obey it. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand  
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Gospel Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

Jesus reminds us that our job is to sow the seed and leave its growing up to God. 

 

 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such large crowds gathered around 

him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. Then he told them many 

things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell 

along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much 

soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were 

scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and 

choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop – a hundred, sixty or thirty 

times what was sown. He who has ears, let him hear. 

 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: When anyone hears the message about the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. 

This is the seed sown along the path. The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man 

who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. 

When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away. The one who received 

the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the 

deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. But the one who received the seed that fell on 

good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, 

sixty or thirty times what was sown.” 

 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ.  

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day In Christ Alone (see pg. 12) 

    Christian Worship Supplement 752 

 

Sermon Romans 8:18-25 

 

You Live in Hope 

 

Please stand  
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Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary,  

   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell.  

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,   

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering  

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community  

and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a  

visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Offertory (Sunday) Carillon on Nettleton 

Handbell Duet  arranged by Danny Lyons 

 

Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount – I’m fixed upon it – mount of God's redeeming love.  
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Here I find my greatest treasure; hither by thy help I've come; 

And I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; 

He, to rescue me from danger, bought me with his precious blood. 

 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee: 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above.  

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn     Day by Day (see pg. 14) 

     Christian Worship Supplement 765 

 

Please stand  
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M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. 

Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s 

holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we 

live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 

Christian Worship 389 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused. 
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Seminary Student Ben Berger 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Musicians Carolyn Sachs, piano (Saturday) 

 Pastor Kyle Bitter, piano (Sunday) 

 Carolyn Sachs, trumpet 

 Ed Miller, trombone 

 Rachel Miller, clarinet 

 Suzanne Swenson, oboe 

 Kristi Meyer & Katie Wierer, handbells 

 

Head Ushers Doug Knuth (Saturday) 

 Jon Johnson (8:00 AM) 

 Michael Schneider (10:30 AM) 

 

Greeters Paul Katzer, Chris Sturdevant, and Mark & Mary Meissner (8:00 AM) 

 Herb & Karin Schrank and Dean & Shirley Smith (10:30 AM) 

 

 

Worship Notes 
 

 The altar flowers are placed by Jim and Kathy Greenfield in celebration of the marriage of Erin 

Greenfield and Scott Rivers on Saturday, July 29. May our gracious Lord bless their new life 

together. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

 Lucile Lambrecht in hospice care at her sister’s home and Alice Sebald in hospice care at 

Heritage Deer Creek. 
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Parents’ Preview for August 6 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  
 

“Lamb of God” 
 

“Lamb of God,” sung immediately before communion, echoes the cry of John the Baptist  

in celebrating Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
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Readings for the Week of Pentecost 8 

 

 M Mark 5:13-16..…………………………………………. Colossians 3:18-23 

 T James 3:1-10…………………………………………… Romans 6:12-18 

 W 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20…………………………………. Luke 11:34-36 

 TH Mark 9:43-50…………………………………………... Galatians 4:12-20 

 F Romans 12:1, 2………………………………………… Matthew 10:26-33 

 S 1 Corinthians 9:24-27………………………………….. 1 Corinthians 15:35-45 
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